
Psalm and Readings Wednesday 13th November 2024 
 
Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
    he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff— 
    they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
    my whole life long. 
 
 
 
Daniel 5:13-end 
 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The 
king said to Daniel, ‘So you are Daniel, one of the 
exiles of Judah, whom my father the king brought 
from Judah? I have heard of you that a spirit of 
the gods is in you, and that enlightenment, 
understanding, and excellent wisdom are found in 
you. Now the wise men, the enchanters, have 
been brought in before me to read this writing 
and tell me its interpretation, but they were not 
able to give the interpretation of the matter. But I 
have heard that you can give interpretations and 
solve problems. Now if you are able to read the 
writing and tell me its interpretation, you shall be 
clothed in purple, have a chain of gold around 
your neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ 
 

Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, 
‘Let your gifts be for yourself, or give your 
rewards to someone else! Nevertheless, I will 
read the writing to the king and let him know the 
interpretation. O king, the Most High God gave 
your father Nebuchadnezzar kingship, greatness, 
glory, and majesty. And because of the greatness 
that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and  

 
 
 

languages trembled and feared before him. He 
killed those he wanted to kill, kept alive those he 
wanted to keep alive, honoured those he wanted 
to honour, and degraded those he wanted to 
degrade. But when his heart was lifted up and his 
spirit was hardened so that he acted proudly, he 
was deposed from his kingly throne, and his glory 
was stripped from him. He was driven from 
human society, and his mind was made like that 
of an animal. His dwelling was with the wild asses, 
he was fed grass like oxen, and his body was 
bathed with the dew of heaven, until he learned 
that the Most High God has sovereignty over the 
kingdom of mortals, and sets over it whomsoever 
he will. And you, Belshazzar his son, have not 
humbled your heart, even though you knew all 
this! You have exalted yourself against the Lord of 
heaven! The vessels of his temple have been 
brought in before you, and you and your lords, 
your wives and your concubines have been 
drinking wine from them. You have praised the 
gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and 
stone, which do not see or hear or know; but the 
God in whose power is your very breath, and to 
whom belong all your ways, you have not 
honoured. 
 

‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this 
writing was inscribed. And this is the writing that 
was inscribed: mene, mene, tekel, and parsin. 
This is the interpretation of the matter: mene, 
God has numbered the days of your kingdom and 
brought it to an end; tekel, you have been 
weighed on the scales and found wanting; peres, 
your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians.’ 
 

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel 
was clothed in purple, a chain of gold was put 
around his neck, and a proclamation was made 
concerning him that he should rank third in the 
kingdom. 
 

That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, 
was killed. And Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
 
 
 



Revelation 7:1-4, 9-end 
 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds 
of the earth so that no wind could blow on earth 
or sea or against any tree. I saw another angel 
ascending from the rising of the sun, having the 
seal of the living God, and he called with a loud 
voice to the four angels who had been given 
power to damage earth and sea, saying, ‘Do not 
damage the earth or the sea or the trees, until we 
have marked the servants of our God with a seal 
on their foreheads.’ 
 

And I heard the number of those who were 
sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
sealed out of every tribe of the people of Israel: 
 

After this I looked, and there was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 
 

And all the angels stood around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshipped God, singing, 
 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 
‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the 
one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 
 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
    and worship him day and night within his 
temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will 
shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be 
their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water 
of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.’ 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Eternal God, 
who raised up Charles Simeon 
   to preach the good news of Jesus Christ 
and inspire your people in service and mission: 
grant that we with all your Church may worship 
the Saviour, 
turn in sorrow from our sins and walk in the way 
of holiness; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 


